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2. P. penicillatus Woodhouse. Procesd. Acad. Nat. Sc, 6, 200. New 
Mexico. 

3. P. parvus Lee. Oricetodipus parvus Peale. TJ. S. Exp. Exp. Mam., 
p. 53, pi. 13, fig. 2. 

A specimen procured by me in the Desert of the Colorado of Southern Cali- 
fornia, differs only from Peale's original specimen from Oregon in having the 
whiskers partly black ; it is apparently a more adult specimen, though not 
larger than the one in the Exp. Exp. Collection. An error occurs in Peale's 
description and measurement, where the tail is stated to be longer than the body; 
it is in reality a little shorter than the head and body, reaching just in front of 
the ears, when laid along the back. 



Dr. Charles M. Wether-ill presented to the notice of the Society speci- 
mens of fused Asphalte from Hillsboro', New Brunswick, which variety 
of Asphalte he had characterized as Melan-Asphalt, in a paper read be- 
fore the American Philosophical Society in July last. Dr. W. remarked 
that Chemists, who had pronounced this variety of Asphalt infusible, 
had not properly experimented with it. He had recently fused it in a 
German flask ; it flowed with a level surface and was poured out, after 
which it hardened. It is remarkably electric both before and after 
fusion. 



January 18$. 
Vice-President Bridges in the Chair. 

A letter was read from the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, 
dated Washington, Dec. 20, 1852, acknowledging the receipt of late 
numbers of the Proceedings. 

Dr. Hallowell read a paper intended for publication in the Proceed- 
ings, " On some new Reptiles from California ;" which was referred to 
Dr. Ruschenberger, Dr. Heermann and Dr. Woodhouse. 

Dr. Le Conte called the attention of the members to a description, 
with a plate, by Wesmael, of the Mexican ' Ant, in the Bulletin de 
l'Acad. Royale de Bruxelles. Wesmael considers the characteristics 
sufficiently well marked to form a new sub-genus, Myrmecocystis. 

Dr. Bridges, on behalf of the Publication Committee, announced the 
publication of Part 3, Vol. 2, New Series of the Journal. 

Dr. Kane asked that an estimate be made of the expense, &c. of ma- 
terials necessary for the preservation of objects of Natural History in 
the proposed Arctic Expedition. Referred to the Committee previously 
appointed to confer with Dr. Kane. 



January 25$. 
Vice-President Bridges in the Chair. 

The Committee on Dr. Le Conte's paper, describing new Coleoptera 
of the United States, reported in favor of publication in the Proceedings. 
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Descriptions of Twenty new species of Coleoptera inhabiting the United States. 

By John L. Le Conte, M. D. 

The following are a few remarkable species of families which are so small as 
not to be of sufficient importance for a special essay, or else they belong to 
groups which, having already furnished material for synopses or monographs, 
are not sufficiently increased to need revision. Some new genera are proposed, 
the affinities of which, so far as made out, will be detailed below ; the names of 
the families to which the new genera belong are appended to each. Species in- 
dicated from the Mexican Boundary, were collected by Mr. J. H. Clark, under 
Col. J. D. Graham, and were kindly communicated to me by my friend Dr. S. F. 
Baird. 

Anisomera Brulle. (Dytiscidse.) 

Palpi cylindrici, labiales articulo penultimo longiore ; prosternum non com- 
presso-carinatum, postice productum; tarsi anteriores filiformes articulo ultimo 
elongato, postici parce ciliati, articulis lmo Stoque elongatis, unguiculis binis 
aequalibus mobilibus. 

Having several specimens of a species of this interesting genus from New 
Mexico, I am able to complete the description of Brulle and Aube, which were 
taken from a specimen deprived of its posterior feet. These organs are slender; 
the tibiae are slightly ciliated internally with long hairs, and armed at the tip 
with two slender, snbequal spurs ; the posterior tarsi are not longer than the 
tibia;, slightly compressed and sparsely ciliated ; the first joint is as long as the 
second and third ; the 2d, 3d and 4th are nearly equal ; the 5th is a little shorter 
than the 3d and 4th, not narrowed towards the extremity ; the claws are equal 
and moveable In the male, the first three joints of the anterior and middle 
tarsi are slightly dilated, and furnished beneath with feathery papillae, very 
much as in Platynus. The posterior tibiae of the female are scarcely ciliate. 

This genus appears quite as closely allied to Agabus and Copelatus as they 
are to each other. The form of the thorax would indicate, however, that it 
must be received as a distinct genus, but the characters, on close examination, 
appear to be of little value ; the best differences are found in the elongation of 
the last joint of the anterior and middle tarsi, the smaller size of the spurs of 
the posterior tibias, and the more regular form of the posterior tarsi, which are 
not attenuated at the apex. The middle lobe of the mentum in the species here 
described is broad, short, and very obsoletely sinuated, while the mentum of 
Anisomera is described as having the middle lobe slightly prominent in the 
middle ; this character must be re-examined with other specimens, as, if it be 
correctly described, the present species cannot be associated with the type of 
the genus; the prosternum is less compressed than in Copelatus. Agabus is 
described as having the prosternum strongly compressed and carinate ; this 
structure is found in A. t a n i a t u s Aube, and many others, but is hardly to be 
observed in A. s t r i at us Aube. I would also observe that Agabus an- 
gustus Lee. (Agassiz. Lake Sup., 213) by having the thorax much rounded 
before, and nearly parallel behind the middle, shows a tendency towards the 
peculiar form seen in Anisomera. 

A. cordata, supra aeneo-picea, elongato-ovalis, depressa, subtilissime re- 
ticulata, thorace brevi, postice angustato, et lateribus sinuato, elytris thorace 
vix latioribus, postice non dilatatis ; subtus nigra, ore antennis pedibusque ru- 
bro-piceis. Long -45. 

Santa Fe, New Mexico. Mr. Fendler. Varies, with black feet ; the sides of the 
thorax are strongly rounded in front, and subsinuate behind ; the base is as 
wide as the apex, the anterior dilatation being produced by the curvature of the 
sides ; the anterior angles are acute, the posterior angles rectangular. The 
elytra are very little wider than the widest part of the thorax, regularly elongate, 
elliptical, with the usual series of punctures becoming irregular towards the tip. 
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Amphizoa Let. (Fam. nova?) 

Pedes ambulator!!, tarsi pentameri, articulo ultimo valde elongato ; antennae 
11-articulatse, filiforrnes, glabrae ; palpi breves cylindrici ; maxillae lobo interiore 
arcuato acuto, exteriore biarticulato, palpiformi; prosternum postice productum, 
obtusum; coxae anticse et intermediae parvae, globosae, posticae transversse ad mar- 
ginem corporis extensae ; abdomen 6-articulatum, articulis 3 primis connatis. 

After repeated comparisons with genera of all the families to which this in- 
sect seems allied, it has been found impossible to place it in any of the pre- 
viously established groups. A full discussion of the comparative value of the 
characters offered by it, would involve an examination of the fundamental prin- 
ciples of classification of the terrestrial and aquatic predacious beetles ; the ma- 
terial for such a discussion is not yet available in this country, and it must 
therefore be postponed to a future occasion. For the present, a few observations, 
on some heretofore neglected relations existing between those families, will be 
sufficient to indicate the position of Amphizoa. 

A large series of pentamerous, carniverous Coleoptera, may be characterized 
as having the antenna! neither clavate nor lamellate, but usually filiform, and 
the prothorax with distinct epimera and episterna; the anterior coxae small, not 
prominent, usually globular; the trochanters always simple ; the anterior seg- 
ments of the abdomen connate. This series may be divided into two great groups. 

I. In the first the anterior coxa; are contained in the prosternum alone ; the 
posterior coxae do not extend to the margin of the body, so that the first ventral 
segment of the abdomen reaches the parapleurae, and articulates with them. 
(The antennae are always regular, the basal joints glabrous, the outer ones 
pubescent ; the anterior coxae always globular.) This group consists of the 
Cicindelidae and Carabidoe. 

II. In the second, the anterior coxae are received between the pro and mesos- 
ternum, the posterior portion of the acetabulum being composed of the latter ; 
the posterior coxae extend to the margin of the body, so that the connection 
between the parapleurae and first ventral segment of the abdomen is entirely 
cut off. This group is composed of the aquatic families Haliplidae, Dytiscidae, 
and Gyrinidae. 

Recurring now to the second group, it will be found that Amphizoa agrees 
with it in the glabrous antennas, and in the form of the head, labrum, maxillae 
and m^ntum ; the latter is large, deeply emarginate, with the lateral lobes 
rounded ; in the middle of the emargination is a broad, short, blunt tooth. The 
ligula is large, filling the emargination of the chin, truncate at tip, and promi- 
nent along the middle and apex, so as to present a form like the letter T. The 
maxillae are of the ordinary form seen in Carabidae, but the inner lobe is not 
ciliated. The prosternum is not elevated, it is not lobed in front, but poste- 
riorly is produced in an obtuse spatula-like process, fitting into the mesoster- 
num, which is excavated through its entire length ; the anterior coxae are mode- 
rately distant, small and round. The episterna are divided by an oblique suture 
from the humerus to the middle coxae. The parapleurae are slightly triangular, 
not appendiculate, and entirely separated from the ventral portion of the abdo- 
men by the posterior coxae, which are transverse, flat externally, slightly 
elevated and diverging at the insertion of the leg, as in Carabidae ; the diverg- 
ing lobes are obtusely rounded, but not so much elevated as to allow the freedom 
of motion observed in Dytiscidae. The legs are not at all compressed ; the femora 
and tibia? are slender and finely scabrous, with elevated points, the terminal 
spurs of the tibiae are small ; the tarsi are three-fourths as long as the tibiae, 
filiform, glabrous, scarcely rough or pubescent beneath ; the first four joints are 
equal, the last joint is equal to the three preceding united ; the claws are mode- 
rate, equal and simple. 

It will be found in comparing these characters with those of Dytiscus, that 
the only important differences are in the form of the feet, and in the smaller 
size of the posterior coxae. Now, although the Dytiscidae and Haliplidae, which 
are certainly closely related, agree in having natatorial feet, they differ greatly 
in the modification of form, those of Haliplus being much nearer the terrestrial, 
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or ambulatorial type. The posterior coxae also differ greatly in the two fami- 
lies, those of Haliplus being dilated into a broad plate, under which the poste- 
rior legs can be withdrawn. We must, therefore, conclude that the differences 
between Amphizoa and the two families just mentioned, are not of greater 
value than the differences between those two families themselves. 

The other relations of this insect from the form of the tarsi, would appear to 
be slightly towards Parnus. The roughness of the surface above and below is 
of a peculiar nature, and resembles very much what is found in certain Eupres- 
tidae ; in fact, from the general appearance of the insect, it would at first sight 
be supposed to have some affinity to the broad Madagascar Buprestidae forming 
the genus Polybothris. Of its habits nothing is known. 

I would therefore divide the group now under consideration into four families, 
thus : 

A. Mesosternum parvum ; (antennas filiformes, oculi duo, coxae intermedia? 
globosae.) 

1. Pedes ambulatorii, tenues, coxae posticae transversa;, mediocres. Amphizoids. 

2. Pedes subnatatorii, tenues, coxae posticae magnae laminatae. Haliflidje. 

3. Pedes postici natatorii, compressi, coxae posticae magnae, sim- 

plices. Dytiscid/e. 

B. Mesosternum maximum ; (antennae breves, perfoliate, oculi quatuor.) 

4. Pedes posteriores natatorii, valde compressi, coxae intermedia; 

triangulares planae. Gyrikwm. 

Having now ascertained as far as practicable the position of Amphizoa, we 
may proceed to the specific description of the only species yet obtained. 

A. in sol ens, atra, opaca, subvirescens, glabra, thorace scabro, canalicu- 
late, antrorsum angustato, lateribus subserratis, ad medium subangulatis, 
postice subangustato, angulis posticis acutis, elytris ovalibus, substriatis, 
scabro-punctatis, thorace duplo latioribus. Long. -52. 

Sacramento, California, collected by Mr. J. Childs, and given me by Mr. 
Rathvon. Color dull black, slightly tinged with greenish, without lustre. Head 
irregularly rugous and punctulate, with two shallow impressions between the 
antennae. Labrum covering the obtuse mandibles, slightly and broadly emar- 
ginate in front. Thorax twice as wide as the head, flat, scabrous ; sides sub- 
serrate, strongly narrowed from the middle to the apex, slightly narrowed and 
subsinuate posteriorly ; base very broadly bisinuate, posterior angles acute ; 
disc channeled, with a shallow impression each side at the base, and a broad 
transverse one before the middle. Elytra broadly oval, slightly convex, nearly 
twice as wide as the thorax, scarcely one half longer than wide, scabrous with 
shallow punctures, striate with nine slightly impressed grooves, which appear 
coarsely and indistinctly punctured. Scutellum flat, broad, acute at apex. 
Under surface of the body covered with shallow confluent punctures and 
wrinkles. Legs scabrous with fine elevated punctures. No sexual difference 
observed in five specimens examined. 

Stenocouis Lee. (Atopidae.) 

Tarsi elongati tenues, unguibus simplicibus, paranychio bisetoso ; caput 
clypeo distincto, anticc membranaceo ; mandibular apice integrae ; antennae 
elongatae, serratae, articulo2ndo minuto ; palpi maxillares breviusculi cylindrici. 

This genus resembles in its characters Anchytarsus Guerin, but differs in 
having a distinct transverse suture each side between the antennae ; in the 
middle this suture is not obvious, but the front is slightly elevated, so that the 
suture appears slightly sinuous ; the anterior part of the clypeus is membra- 
neous ; the labrum is transverse and rounded ; the eyes are round, the prester- 
num projects posteriorly, and the mesosternum is concave ; the tarsi are long 
and slender, the first four joints are very slightly pubescent beneath, and 
the first joint is a little elongated ; the last joint is as long as the three pre- 
ceding united. The claws are moderate and simple ; the intermediate appen- 
dage is small and terminates in two bristles. 
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The Atopidae seem by this genus and Anchytarsus to show a slight affinity 
towards the Parnidae, through the anomalous genus Eurypalpus Lee. (Proc. 
Acad. NaU Sc. 6, 41.) 

S. scutellaris, elongato-oblongus, piceus, fusco pruinosus, thorace punc- 
tato, antrorsum angustato, basi bisinuato, angulis posticis aeutis, elytris scabro- 
punctatis, scutello albo pubescente. Long. -55 — -87. 

One pair, Sacramento, California, from Mr. Rathvon. Body elongate, nar- 
rowed at each end, sides parallel at the middle, piceous, covered with very short 
depressed, dirt colored pubescence. Antennae black, strongly serrate in the 
male, slightly serrate in the female. Thorax nearly three times as wide as the 
head, nearly twice as wide as long, strongly narrowed in front, sides at the 
middle almost angulated, then slightly concave to the posterior angles, which 
are acute ; base Insinuate ; surface finely punctured, broadly concave along the 
margin behind the middle, and broadly transversely impressed at the base. 
Scutellum round, covered with dense white hair. Elytra scabrous with shallow 
punctures, spaces between the punctures finely punctulate ; the elevated lines, 
which may be traced in allied genera are slightly visible. Body beneath more 
densely pruinose with short cinereous hair. 

The other species of this family known to inhabit the United States are : 

1. Anchytarsus bicolor. Atopa bicolor ! Mels. Proc. Acad. Nat. Sc. 2, 
221. Anchytursus ater Guerin Icon. Anim. Artie, No. 15, (Jan. 1849.) Penn- 
sylvania, S. S. Haldeman. 

2. Odontonyx or n a ta Guerin, loc. cit. No. 14. Atopa ornata ! Mels. Pr. 
Acad. Nat. Sc. 2, 220. Pennsylvania, not rare. 

3. Dascillus melanophthalmus Guerin, loc. cit. No. 13, p. 6. I 
have; not seen this species, but learn from my father that it occurs in Georgia. 
Atopa fusca Mels. (Proc. Acad. 2, 221) is, as Guerin has already observed, a 
Ptilodactyla, and therefore cannot be placed in this family. 

The singular genus Zenoa Say (Bost. Journ. Nat. Hist. 1, 153,) differs from 
the genera above cited, by its immarginate thorax, prominent mandibles, sub- 
pectinate antennae, and elongate densely hairy paranychia ; these characters 
approximate it to Sandalus (female) ; from the Rhipiceridae, however, it differs 
in having the anterior coxae more deeply imbedded between the pro- and meso- 
sternum, and also in the absence of lobes on the under surface of the tarsi ; in the 
Atopidae we know already that the latter is a variable character, and there 
appears to me no good reason why the two families, Atopidae and Rhipicideras 
should not be merged together. The synonymy of the only species of Zenoa 
known to me is : 

Z. p i c e a Le,c. Journ. Acad. Nat. Sc. New Ser. 1, 89. Melasis picea Beau- 
vois, Ins. 7, tab. 7, fig. 1. Sandalus (Zenoa) picea Say, Bost. Journ. Nat. 
Hist. 1, 152. Zenoa vulnerata Lee. loc. cit. 

Middle and Western States : the last synonym belongs to a variety with the 
thorax partly red. 

Cerophytum is usually placed in the vicinity of these genera, and has been 
bandied about between Eucnemides, Rhipiceridae and Cebrionidaej it must, 
however, belong to the latter family. The great development of the trochanters 
entirely separates the femora from the coxae ; the same structure is to be found 
in Cebrio bicolor, although the trochanters are not so long ; the indistinct 
labrum and globular anterior coxae also place it with Cebrio, while the whole 
form of the head, as well as the general appearance, would separate it from the 
Eucnemides, which, as I have already observed,* should be considered as a 
group of Elateridas. The small mandibles and lobed tarsi are certainly very 
different from those of Cebrio, but we know that the latter character is merely 
of generic value in both Elateridae and Atopidae. The description of Haldeman 
is incorrect as regards the posterior feet, in which tire coxa are said to be very 

* Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences, 6, 45. 
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long, while in reality the trocltanter is meant. The bibliography of our species 
is as follows : 

C. pulsator Hald. Proc. Acad. Nat. Sc. 3, 348. Chorea pulsator Hald. 
ibid. 3, 150. 

For the typical female I am indebted to the liberality of Mr. Haldeman j and 
for a fine male, found in Ohio, to Dr. Schaum. 

Chauliognathus Hentz. 

1. C. discus, luteus, antennis pedibus pectoreque medio nigris, thorace 
elliptico longiusculo, lateribus reflexis. Long. -6. 

Several specimens, from the Mexican Boundary, Prof. Baird ; collected by 
Mr. Clark, under Col. J. D. Graham. Body elongate, parallel, very finely 
pubescent, luteous yellow ; antennas black, 3d joint nearly equal to the 4th ; 
head elongate, palpi and mandibles black ; occiput sometimes fuscous ; thorax 
nearly twice as wide as the head, longer than wide, apex very much rounded, 
slightly reflexed, base less rounded, margined, sides strongly re flexed, disc 
scarcely uneven, shining, sometimes with a black spot on the little protuberance 
each side of the middle ; elytra opaque, coarsely punctured with two faint ele- 
vated lines ; sometimes each is marked with a black dot at the posterior third. 
Beneath luteous, middle of the pectus and feet black ; trochanters testaceous ; 
anal segment of the male fuscous. 

2. C. scut ellar is, elongatus, niger, thorace luteo maculis 2 nigris conflu- 
entibus notato, apice rotundato, lateribus reflexo, elytris luteis macula com- 
muni scutellari posticaque utrinque nigris, abdomine luteo. Long. -48. 

Several males from the same locality as the preceding. Body slender, black, 
finely pubescent ; head moderately elongated, third joint of the antennas one 
half as long as the 4th ; thorax a little longer than wide, rounded at the apex, 
reflexed at the sides, margined and slightly sinuate at base, disc uneven, with- 
out lustre, yellow, with two large confluent black spots. Elytra without lustre, 
coarsely punctured, yellow, with a large common triangular spot at the base, 
and another elongate one on each behind the middle, black. Abdomen yellow. 

Collops Erichson. 

C. balteatus, niger, breviter nigro-pilosellus, brevissime argenteo pu- 
bescens, capite antice, thoracis subtiliter punctulati limbo loto, antennarumque 
basi runs, elytris punctatissimis rufis basi maculaque postica maxima cyaneis. 
Long. -31 

Two specimens from Tampico (Mexico), Lieut. H. Haldeman ; and one from 
the Mexican Boundary, collected by Mr. Clark. This is the largest species I 
have seen. Head black, front mouth and base of antennas rufous. Thorax very 
finely punctured, one half wider than long, rounded, rufous, with a large hexa- 
gonal black spot, which is a little emarginate before and behind. Elytra wider 
than the thorax, very densely punctured, rufous with four blue spots, which are 
so large that only a narrow sutural lateral and apical margin and a transverse 
band before the middle remain reddish yellow. Beneath black, with the ante- 
pectus, and margins of the abdominal segments testaceous. Feet black ; knees 
obsoletely rufous. 

The outer joints of the antenna; of the male are dark colored, though not 
black as in the female. 

Cleeus Geaffr. 

C Spin o las, niger, pilosus, elytris convexiuseulis, rugose punctulatis, coc- 
cineis macula humerali fasciaque ad trientem secundum nigris, abdomine san- 
guineo. Long -38 — -52. 

Several specimens from the Mexican Boundary. Body black, hairy. Head 
finely but not densely punctured, first joint of antennas red beneath. Thorax 
wider than the head, purictulate, moderately convex, broadly and deeply im- 
pressed anteriorly. Elytra more than one half wider than the head, moderately 
convex, densely rugosely punctulate, pubescent with fine yellow hairs, with a 
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few black bristles intermixed ; color bright scarlet, with a black humeral spot, 
and a black band at the second third of their length, which almost reaches the 
side and the suture, leaving only the extreme bead of the margins red. Beneath 
black, abdomen sanguineous. 

The posterior band of the elytra is sometimes narrow and more widely inter- 
rupted at the suture ; the elytra are sometimes orange-colored, rather than 
scarlet. 

This very beautiful species is dedicated to the Marquis Max. de Spinola, 
author of the finely illustrated " Essai Monographique sur les Clerites." 

TosTEGor-TEKA Edwards. 

T. cribrosa, brevis, inflata, purpureo-picea, supra glabra (?), thorace vario- 
loso, antice medio paulo deplanato, elytris subreticulatis, longitudinaliter 
obsolete sulcatis. Long. -65. 

Two females from the Mexican Boundary, collected as above. The genus 
was founded by M. Milne-Edwards in the " Catalogue de la Collection Entomo- 
logique du Museum d'Histoire Naturelle de Paris," p. 149, upon Mclo/ontha 
lanceolata Say, (.lourn. Acad. Nat. Sc. 3,242), with which this species agrees 
in form and structure, but differs remarkably by the coarse sculpture of the 
upper surface, and by the absence of all pubescence or scaly appendages. The 
latter may have been removed by the alcohol in which the specimens were pre- 
served, but on very careful examination no trace of them could be found. The 
body beneath is shining, sparsely and finely punctured, with a short haiT pro- 
ceeding from each puncture. 

(A male seen in the Smithsonian Institution at Washington, differed in having 
the body more regularly oval, less convex, and not inflated posteriorly.) 

Ceemastochilcs Knoeh. 

1. C.Schaumii, ater, opacus, breviter setosus, thorace confertim pnnctato, 
lateribus rotundato, angulis anticis foveatis, posticis acutis subelevatis, elytris 
punctis ellipticis minus profundis, mento modice concavo, postice subacuto. 
Long. -6. 

San Diego and Sta Isabel, California Black, almost without lustre. Head 
finely scabrous ; mentum shallow, moderately concave, rounded in front, ob- 
liquely narrowed behind, so as to be slightly angulated posteriorly. Thorax 
one half wider than long, narrowed in front, rounded on the sides ; disc tolerably 
densely, not deeply punctured, with short bristles from the punctures ; anterior 
angles foveate internally, posterior angles acute, scarcely elevated ; base 
bisinuate, faintly impressed each side. Elytra flattened, not uneven, sparsely 
punctured with large elliptical shallow foveae, from which proceed short 
bristles. 

This species is larger than C. canaliculars Kirby, and is very different 
in the form of the mentum and thorax, and in the less distinct punctuation of 
the head. There is not a trace of emargination at the posterior part of the 
mentum ; the anterior angles of the thorax appear to be more deeply foveate in 
the male than in the female. The excellent labors of Dr. Schaum in the pre- 
sent tribe are well known to every entomologist. 

2. C. Knochii, ater, subnitidus, glaber, thorace parce varioloso canalicu- 
late, lateribus rotundatis, angulis anticis foveatis, posticis elevatis nitidis, basi 
utrinque impresso, elytris ina^qualibus, punctis ellipticis minus profundis, mento 
modice concavo, postice acuto. Long. -45. 

Missouri Territory. Black, with but little lustre. Head densely punctured, 
mentum shallow, moderately concave, rounded in front, obliquely narrowed 
behind, so as to form an angle posteriorly. Thorax almost one half wider than 
long, channelled, narrowed in front, rounded on the sides ; disc sparsely punc- 
tured, punctures large and shallow ; anterior angles with a small fovea, pos- 
terior acute, shining, moderately elevated, base scarcely sinuate, with a broad 
moderately deep impression each side. Elytra flattened, with indications of 
two broad grooves on each side ; surface somewhat irregular, impressed with 

37 
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large shallow elliptical punctures. This and the preceding seem related to C. 
mexicanus Schaum (Germ. Zeitschr. 3, 256 ; Am. Ent. Fr. 2d ser. 2, pi. 11, 
fig. 8), but the posterior angles are not tuberculate. 

Two specimens of this species were found by.me on the Arkansas River, near 
the Rocky Mountains ; one of them is now in the collection of Dr. Schaum. 
Descriptions of this and the next species were furnished by me four years ago 
to Mr. Westwood, for an anticipated monograph of Cremastochilus, which, how- 
ever, although quoted in Schaum's Catalogue of Cetonias, appears not to have 
been published ; and therefore considering them as interesting additions to our 
fauna, I take the present opportunity of making them known. 

3. C. n i t e n s, nigro-castaneus, nitidus, breviter setosus, thorace parce vario- 
loso, antrorsum valde angustato, basi subito constricto, angulis posticis auricu- 
latis, anticis foveatis, elytris inasqualibus sat dense punctatis, mento valde 
concavo, rhomboideo. Long. -43. 

Missouri Territory. Brownish black, shining. Head strongly scabrous ; 
mentum deeply concave, subrhomboidal, anteriorly broadly rounded, lateral and 
posterior angles distinct. Thorax one half wider than long, strongly narrowed 
in front, rounded on the sides, very strongly constricted near the base, so that 
the base is not wider than the apex ; surface sparsely and deeply punctured, 
with very short yellow bristles proceeding from the punctures ; anterior angles 
not acute, deeply foveate, posterior angles forming a round shining tubercle, 
separated by a deep cut from the body of the thorax ; base very much depressed, 
smooth. Elytra deep red towards the middle, flattened, slightly uneven, covered 
with moderately close rounded shallow punctures, from which proceed short 
yellow hairs. 

These three species seem to belong to Burmeister's genus Psilocnemis, by 
the form of the lower lip, but as there is not a complete resemblance among 
them in this respect, I follow Schaum's example in merging the two genera 
together. 

Among our previously described Cremastochilus, may also be observed con- 
siderable difference in the form of the lower lip. That organ is only slightly 
emarginate posteriorly in C. variolosus, while it is deeply cleft in C. Harrisii, 
canaliculars and castanea?. C. junior (Westw.), quoted in Schaum's Catalogue 
of Lamellicornia melitophila, is unknown to me, nor have I in my collection 
any specimens from the Atlantic States, which cannot be referred to the four 
species just mentioned. 

C. p o 1 i t u s Schaum {Psilocnemis leucoitica Burm.) is considered as North 
American on the authority of a single specimen communicated by Mr. Gory to 
Burmeister. The fact that the Western species above described agree in the 
absence of the emargination of the lower lip, induces me to believe that the 
species in question is really Mexican. The distinction of locality in regard to 
North America is very frequently not attended to with sufficient care by Euro- 
pean Naturalists, who possibly have a prophetic eye towards the extension of 
the republic ; which event, however desirable for the increase of our fauna, 
cannot alter the preordained laws of distribution of species. 

Alloeocnemis Lee. (Nitidularias, Peltides.) 

Oculi duo laterales prominuli; antennas ll-articulataa, articulis tribus ultimis 
maioribus, distantibus ; frons concava, apice emarginata ; tibia? posteriores mu- 
ticae; anticae extus serratas, spina apicali uncata. 

I have merely given the characters to distinguish this curious genus from the 
genera described by Erichson (Germ. Zeitschr. 5, 445, &c); the only two allied 
to it by the form of the eyes are Egolia and Acalantha, from which it is very 
distinct by having three enlarged antennal joints. Its form is nearly that of 
Nemosoma, but its greater size renders its appearance very singular. The 
pectus and tibia; are very hairy ; the two posterior pairs of tibiae not spinous, 
with two terminal spurs, of which one is so small as to be indistinct; the 
anterior tibiae are slightly compressed, the outer margin serrate, with small 
distant teeth, of which the lowest is most distinct; the apex is obliquely trun- 
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cate; the terminal spur is tolerably large and curved. The tarsi are filiform, 
the first joint very small, inferior, the 2d equal to the rest united. The antenna; 
are slender and not much longer than the head; the first joint is a little longer 
than the 4th, the 3d is a little shorter than the 2d, which is about one half as 
long as the first ; the 4th — 8th are nearly equal, and cylindrical ; the 9th and 
10th triangular, a little longer than wide; the 11th oval, about equal to the 
10th; these last three are compressed, and about twice as wide as those which 
precede. 

A. S t o u t i i, nigro-picea, capite magno, scabro, fronte concava, thorace 
punctulato trapezoideo, postice angustato, antice vage impresso, elytris cylin- 
dricis, subtiliter rugosis. Long. -63. 

San Francisco, California, given me by my friend Dr. A. B. Stout, to whom 
1 take pleasure in dedicating it. Body dull black ; head large, obtuse, covered 
with coarse granulations, with a few erect black hairs ; front deeply concave ; 
mandibles thick and prominent, apex acute. Thorax narrower than the head 
with the eyes, not wider than long, truncate at base and apex, narrowed behind, 
sides almost straight, deflexed sides scabrous, with erect black hairs ; 
disc finely punctulate, broadly transversely impressed before the middle ; 
with a very obsolete longitudinal line extending from base to apex. Elytra as 
wide as the head and eyes, elongate, cylindrical, finely punctulate and rugous, 
with small confluent wrinkles, which are less dense and more distinct towards 
the base. Scutellum very small, impressed. Beneath finely and densely punc- 
tulate, pectus covered with long yellow hair. 

Derobkachus Serv. 

D. geminatus, piceus, nitidus, thorace valde transverso, antice non angus- 
tato, parce punctulato, lateribus quadrispinoso, spina antica minore, elytris 
lasvigatis, margine angustiore reflexo. Long. 2 - 9. 

This very large species was collected by Dr. Henry, U. S. A., at Albu- 
querque, New Mexico, and kindly sent to me. It is easily distinguished from 
all the other species, by having in addition to the three usual large spines, a 
smaller one formed by the anterior angle being produced outwards. The elytra 
are entirely smooth, except at the base, where a few indistinct rugae are visible; 
the lateral reflexed margin is much narrower than in the other species ; the 
suture presents scarcely a trace of the spine at the apex ; the abdomen is smooth, 
the pectus is covered with short yellow hair. The antennas (of the female) are 
scarcely half as long as the body, slender, with the three first joints polished 
and sparsely punctured ; the third joint is feebly sulcate longitudinally. The 
legs are precisely as in the other species. 

Callichroma Latr. 

C. p 1 i c a t u m, viridi-asneum, sericeum, thorace inaequali transversim plicato, 
abdomine rufo, antennis pedibusque nigris, femoribus rufis apice nigris. Long. 
1-25. 

Mexican Boundary, collected by Mr. Clark; another specimen found in 
Texas by Lieut. Haldeman. In size and form exactly resembles C. splendidum 
Lee, but differs very much in the sculpture of the thorax and uniform green 
color of the upper surface. 

Eburia Serv. 

E. muti c a, picea, fusco pubescens, thorace subcylindrico, lateribus paulo 
rotundatis, ad medium vix spinosis, tuberculis 4 atris nitidis ante medium 
ornato (exterioribus in latere sitis), elytris sat dense punctatis, callo basali 
exteriore, posticoque interiore minoribus, apice truncatis. Long. -67 — -85. 

This interesting species was first found by Lieut. Haldeman at Tampico, and 
I have recently obtained a specimen collected at New Braunfels in Texas, by 
Mr. Lindheimer. The thorax is scarcely longer than wide, and slightly rounded 
on the sides ; the lateral spine is represented by a mere elevated point ; the disc 
is sparsely punctured, but the hair obscures the punctures ; before the middle 
there are two shining black tubercles, and on each side, nearer the ante- 
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rior angle is another similar tubercle. The elytra are coarsely punctured, 
slightly truncate, hut not armed at tip ; they have each four small polished lines 
associated by pairs, but not united, the outer basal one is very small ; the inner 
one of the posterior pair, which is placed about the middle, is smaller than the 
outer. 

Physocnemum Huld. 

P. amethystinum, nigrum, thorace transverso, lateribus valde rotun- 
datis, basi brevissime tubulato, disco confluenter punctata, irregulariter calloso, 
elytris laete violaceis, nitidis, confertim punctatis, femoribus non clavatis. 
Long. -75. 

This species has a general resemblance in appearance to P. Proteus, but differs 
from all the species known to me in having the anterior as well as the posterior 
thighs simple ; the thorax is narrowed in front, rounded on the sides, suddenly 
narrowed towards the base, which is slightly tubulate; the sides are very 
densely and confluently punctured, the disc less densely so, with three indistinct 
smooth longitudinal elevations. The elytra are shining violet blue, finely and 
densely punctured, the punctures becoming larger and less dense towards the 
base. 

One specimen was found at Sacramento, California, by Mr. J. Childs, and 
given me by Mr. Rathvon, 

A Callidium from the same collection is very similar to the female of C. an- 
tennatum, but the thorax is more densely punctured; I can otherwise discover 
no difference. 

Cacoplia Lee. 
Having, since the publication of my essay on Longieornia, obtained, through 
the kindness of Mr. Haldeman, the original specimen of his Saperda jmllata, 1 
have convinced myself that it must be referred to this genus, proposed by me in 
the Journal of the Academy (New Ser. 2, 149.) The following diagnoses will 
enable the two species at once to be distinguished : 

1. C. p ullat a, fusco-testacea, brevissime densius sordide pubescens, thorace 
parce punctata, linea dorsali postice glabra, elytris thorace latioribus cylin- 
dricis parce minus distincte punctatis. Long. -68. 

Saperda pullata Hald., Trans. Am. Phil. Soc. 10, 55; Lee. Journ. Acad. Sc. 
6, 163. Alabama, Haldeman. One specimen. 

2. C. pruinosa, testacea, brevissime cinereo pubescens, thorace obscu- 
rlore, sat dense punctato, linea dorsali postica glabra, elytris thorace latioribus, 
cylindricis, distinctius parce punctatis. Long. -47. 

Lee. Journ. Acad. Nat. Sc. 2, 149. 

Hebestola nebulo.?a\ Haldeman, Tr. Am. Phil. Soc. 10, 54. 

New York. One specimen. 

Monilema Say. 

1. M. a r ma turn, elongatum, nigrum, thorace laevi, lateribus acute spinosis, 
apice et basi punctis marginato, elytris subrugosis, parce grosse punctatis, apice 
lsvibus, dorso convexis, lateribus subito declivibus. Long. 1-25. 

Mexican Boundary, collected as before mentioned. This species is similar to 
M. semipunctatum Lee. (Journ. Acad. Nat. Sc. 2, 2, 167,) but the form is 
more elongate, the thorax is smooth on the disc, and the elytra are more punc- 
tured and rugous. 

2. M. eras sum, breviusculum, nigrum, thorace lateribus subtuberculato, 
disco opaco parce punctato, margine postico punctato, elytris convexis, subru- 
gosis minus dense variolosis, apice laevibus. Long. -8. 

With the preceding. This species is similar to M. a n n u 1 a t u m Say, but is 
stouter in its form. The elytra are much more coarsely punctured, the punc- 
tures extend further along the epipleurae and suture, than along the disc ; the 
elytra are very convex, the sides descend more abruptly than in M. annulatum, 
but less so than in M. armatum. 
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There are now five species of this genus known to me ; they appear to be 
quite limited in their distribution, and are by no means common in the locality 
where they occur. It is very probable that further investigation in the interior 
of the continent will show that the Dorcadidae of North America are quite 
numerous, although thus far they exhibit a lamentable uniformity of color, 
which will render the determination of species somewhat difficult, without 
actual comparison of specimens. 

Nosoderma Solier. 

N. porcatum, depressum, sordide fuscnm, thorace latitudine non longiore, 
postice angustato, valde inaequali, elytris sutura costisque 3 elevatis, intermedia 
utrinque abbreviate, interstitiis irregulariter biseriatim punctatis j apice tuber- 
culatis. Long. -57. 

Sacramento, Mr. Rathvon. Bears a strong resemblance to N. obcordatum, 
but is darker colored, the inequalities of the thorax are smaller and more nume- 
rous, and the punctures and elevations of the elytra much more regular ; the 
outer and inner costae end about one sixth of the length of the elytra from the 
tip, in moderate dilatations ; the intermediate costa commences about one fifth 
from the base, and ends about one fourth from the tip ; near the tip on each 
elytron is a large rough tubercle. The under surface of the body appears black, 
and is more distinctly punctured than in N. obcordatum. 

There are now three species of this genus known to me as inhabiting the 
United States, viz. N. diabpl icum Lee. (Ann. Lye. 5, 130) ; N. obcor- 
datum Lee. (N. inaquale\ Dej. Cat. ; Bohtophagus obcordatus Kirby, Faun. 
Bor. Am. 236) ; and N. porcatum Lee, just described. 

Mycte'rus Oliv. 

M. concolor, fusco-niger, subtiliter cinereo-pubescens, capite thoraceque 
confertissime subtilius punctatis, elytris ajutaceis minus dense subtiliter punc- 
tatis, subtus argenteo-pubescens, tibiis tarsisque vix rufescentibus. Long. -3. 

Sta Fe, New Mexico, Mr. Fendler. The antennae are entirely black, and a 
little longer than the head and thorax. The following diagnosis will distinguish 
the previously described North American species : 

M. s caber, fusco-niger, luteo-pubescens, capite thoraceque confertissime 
pnnctulatis, elytris grosse sat dense punctatis, antennis pedibusque rufo-tegta- 
ceis. Long. -15 — 23. 

Haldeman, Pr. Acad. Nat. Sc. 1, 303. 

Southern States, abundant ; Pennsylvania, rare. The pubescence of the under 
surface is somewhat silvery ; the antennae are a little darker externally than 
at base. 

The only other member of this group of insects yet known from our coun- 
try is, Sphaeriestes virescens Lee. (Agassiz' Lake Superior, 232.) 



The Committee on Dr. Woodhouse's description of a new species 
of Dipodomys, reported in favor of publication in the Proceedings : 

Description of a new species of Pouched Rat, of the Genus Dipodomys, Gray- 

By S. W. Woodhocse. 

Dipodomys Oedii. 

Charact. Essent. — Light reddish brown above, beneath white ; tail short, and 
penecillate at the end. 

Description. A little smaller than the D. Phillipii, Gray; head and tail 
shorter, nose long and pointed, extending some distance beyond the incisors ; 
ears somewhat round, the anterior portion almost naked, posteriorly covered 
with short fine luur. 



236 [January, 

Color. Dark reddish brown above ; sides light reddish brown ; fur ash color 
at base ; side of the nose, half of the cheek, spot behind the ear, band across 
the thigh and beneath pure white! a black spot at the base of the long whiskers ; 
a superciliary ridge of white on either side ; the penecillated portion of the 
tail is formed of long white hairs, with bright brown tips. 

Dimensions. 

Inches. 
Total length from tip of nose to root of tail, . . .5 

« " of vertebra of tail, 4 3-10ths. 

" " of tail, including hair at tip, . . . 5 5-10ths. 

" " of os calcis, including middle toe and tail, . 1 5-10ths. 

" " of ear, 4i-10ths. 

Habitat. Western Texas. 

Obs. This animal I procured at El Paso on the Rio Grande, on my way to 
Santa Fe, whilst attached to the party under the command of Captain L. 
Sitgreaves, U.S. Army. I have named it in honor of Mr. Ord, President of this 
Society. 



The Committee on Dr. Hallowell's descriptions of new Reptiles from 
California, reported in favor of publication in the Proceedings ; 

On some New Reptiles from California. 

Br Edward Hallowell, M. D. 

PITYOPHIS, Holbrook. 

PlTYOPHIS HeERMANNI. 

Specific characters. — Head small, the two middle of the four posterior frontals 
much broader in front than behind ; yellow above, a narrow black band between 
the orbits ; occipital plates marked with black ; a narrow oblique band of black 
passing from the posterior margin of the orbit, to the angle of the jaw ; body 
yellowish, with about fifty distinct subquadrate black spots, emarginate in front 
and posteriorly ; emarginations less distinct toward tail ; interspaces between 
these large spots, presenting smaller ones, forming a continuous row on each 
side of the back ; about sixteen transverse black spots upon the tail ; intermediate 
spaces yellowish ; chin and throat straw color, the lateral extremities of many 
of the scuta with black spots ; thirty rows of scales, those upon the back small, 
and distinctly carinated; the four or five inferior rows on each side much larger 
than the others, and smooth ; tail short. 

Dimensions. — Length of head, 8 lines ; greatest breadth, 5 lines ; length of 
body 1 foot, of tail 2 inches 3 lines ; total length, 1 foot 2 inches 11 lines ; cir- 
cumference 14 lines. 

Remarks. — Abundant in California ; grows to a much larger size. The spe- 
cimen in the Museum of the Academy came from the mines, in the vicinity of 
the Cosumnes river ; one specimen was found under a log, and Dr. Heermann 
found several basking in the sun, during the middle of the day, on the banks of 
streams, in sandy and gravelly places. 

CORONELLA, Laurenti. 

CoEONELLA BALTEATA. 

Specific characters, — Head small and stout, outline oval, depressed above, 
covered with nine plates ; eyes projecting, anterior frontals smaller than poste- 
rior, nostrils between two plates ; a very small frenal ; one large antocular, two 
posterior oculars, seven superior labials on each side ; neck contracted, body 
slender, cylindrical, somewhat thicker near the middle ; tail rather short and 
tapering gradually to a point ; twenty-three rows of smooth hexagonal scales ; 
a series of about thirty narrow yellowish-white fascia?, alternating with as 
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many dark colored blotches, which are continuous with similarly colored mark- 
ings upon the abdomen ; the markings of the tail resemble those upon the body, 
but have the form of bands, the black spots being somewhat more regularly 
disposed. Abdom. scut. 234 ; subcaud. 51. 

Dimensions — Length of head, 9 lines ; greatest breadth, 5i ; length of 
body 1 foot 7 inches 3 lines ; length of tail, 2 inches 9 lines ; total length 1 
foot 10 inches 9 lines; greatest circumference, 1 inch 6 lines. 

Dimensions of a larger specimen. — Length of head, 8 lines ; greatest breadth, 
6i ; length of body, 2 feet 4 inches ; of tail, 4 inches 4J lines ; total length, 
feet 9 inches 44 lines ; circumference, 2 inches 3 lines. Abdom. scut. 225 ; sub- 
caud. 57. 

Remarks. — Found in the valleys in the open prairies ; grows to a much larger 
size than either of the specimens, 4 feet in length ; very abundant, often killed 
by travellers, and found lying on the road side ; disposition timid, always 
endeavoring to escape its pursuers. 

Trofidonotus tri-vittatus. 

Specific characters. — Head rather small, outline above triangular ; de- 
pressed posteriorly, cheeks tumid, eyes slightly projecting, nostrils between 
two plates; a quadrilateral frenal plate; one large antorbitar, two pos- 
terior orbitars ; eight superior labials on each side, the sixth the largest ; 
neck slightly contracted, abdomen flattened, body of moderate size, covered 
above with nineteen rows of carinated scales ; tail of moderate length, tapering 
to a point ; body jet black above, with three narrow vittae extending from 
the head to the extremity of the tail ; the lateral ones become indistinct 
the dorsal vitta is orange colored, and occupies one row, and a half of each 
of the adjoining rows of scales ; abdomen and under part of tail olive colored, 
immaculate ; upper surface of head black. Abdom. scuta 146; subcaud. 72. 

Dimensions — Length of head 9 lines ; greatest breadth 6 lines ; length of 
body about 1 foot 7 inches; of tail 5 inches 7 lines, (body broken.) 

Remarks. — Resembles Tropidonotus concinnus, but wants the orange colored 
spots, and the lateral vittae. Very abundant about ponds and on the banks of 
the Cosumnes and other rivers in California. On being approached quickly dives 
to the bottom of the stream, or makes its appearance on the opposite side, 
keeping its head above water. One of the most common snakes in California. 

LEPTOPHIS, Bell. 
Leptophis lateralis. 

Specific characters Head small, rather long and slender, covered above with 

nine plates ; the posterior frontals are larger than the anterior, passing down 
upon the sides of the head ; vertical very long and narrow, broader in front ; 
nostrils between two nasal plates ; a small quadrilateral frenal ; a large antocu- 
lar, its upper portion forming part of the lateral surface of the head ; below it a 
minute supplementary plate intercalated between the third and fourth labials ; 
two posterior oculars ; eye large and projecting, space between it and the nostril 
grooved ; eight superior labials, the fourth and fifth forming the inferior margin 
of the orbit ; body long and slender ; tail rather long ; color brown above, with 
two narrow yellow viriae, one on each side, extending from the head to the root 
of the tail ; abdomen and under surface of tail straw color, immaculate ; a con- 
siderable number of very minute black points upon the chin and throat. 
Abdom. scuta. 196 ; sub-caud. 122. 

Dimensions. — Length of head 8 lines ; greatest breadth 3 lines ; length of 
body 1 foot 5 lines ; of tail 5 inches 1 line ; total length 1 foot 6 inches 2 lines ; 
circumference 9 lines. 17 rows of smooth scales. 

Remarks. — Abundant in the neighborhood of ponds, lakes and banks of rivers j 
very timid, escaping to the water for protection the moment it is approached. 
Grows somewhat larger. 

The following are from the same locality, viz. : 
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Gkrrhonotus melticarixatts, Blainville. Nouv. Aural, du Mus., tome iv., 
1835, pi. S5, fig. 2. 

Teopidonotus ordinatcs, Linn. Length of head and body 1 foot 8 inches ; 
tail 7 inches. Abdom. scuta, 170 ; sub-caud. 85. 19 — 21 rows of carinated scales. 

Comber puNCTATCs,t Linn. The abdomen and under parts of the tail 
are immaculate, the back and upper part of the tail are light brown ; 
resembling the Coluber atratus, Hall., found in South America, but the latter 
has carinated scales. Length of head and body 8i inches : of tail 3 inches. 
Abdominal scuta 156; sub-caudal 60. 15 rows of smooth scales. 

Crotai.us Lecontei, Hall. Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci., Vol. vi. p. 180. 

Rana , Young. Green, with blackish spots. 

Sai>amandra lugubris, Hall. Proceedings Acad. Nat. Sci., vol. iv. p. 126. 
Found in the spring season under logs. 

Five specimens of Triton torosus, Escbscholtz,* (Triton granulosa, Skillton, — 
Sill. Journ. v. vii.) These amphibians are very abundant on the edges of rivers 
toward the spring ; those found by Dr. Heermann were in a mountainous coun- 
try. The river Calaveres having overflowed its banks, had left small basins of 
water in the rocks, in one of which about thirty were seen together. Their 
habits appeared to be indolent ; when disturbed, they swam away in a sluggish 
manner, moving the tail chiefly, the anterior extremities lying closely in con- 
tact with the body. A hundred might be seen in the course of a day, after a 
slight rain, the ground being moist, disappearing slowly when approached. 
Belly of a deep bright Vermillion saffron, as well as the under part of tail and 
extremities ; above very dark brown, appearing almost black during life. 

The reptiles above described were presented to the Academy by Adolphus 
L. Heermann, M. D., who has recently returned to Philadelphia, after a journey 
of three years' duration, spent, for the most part, in Natural History pursuits, in 
California and in various parts of S. America. Through his zeal and liberality, 
the Museum of our Institution has been greatly enriched in the departments of Or- 
nithology, Mammalogy, Mineralogy and Herpetology, thus presenting a useful 
and honorable example of leisure and wealth devoted to the noblest of human 
pursuits, the study of the phenomena and laws of the material universe. 



The Committee appointed under a Resolution of the Academy, 
adopted Dec. 30, 1851, to collect subscriptions for the purpose of 
enlarging and improving the Hall, 

Reported, That the condition of the Resolution had been complied 
with, and that six thousand five hundred dollars, the amount required 
to carry out the plan of enlargement then approved of by the Academy, 
had been secured. 

Further improvements had, however, since the above date, been found 
necessary by the Committee, and the plan had been extended, the addi- 
tional estimated cost of which would be about $2000. Part of this 
additional sum had already been subscribed. 

The Report was adopted, and the Committee continued. 

The following members were appointed a Building Committee : viz. 
Dr. T. B. Wilson, Dr. Robert Bridges and Mr. W. S. Vaux. 

The Report of the Publication Committee for 1852 was read and 
adopted. 

Dr. Leidy offered the following Preamble and Resolutions, which 
were adopted : 

* Zoologische Atlas, Berlin, 1829. 
t Holbrook, Herpetol., vol. iii. p. 81. 
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The Academy being informed that the Commissioners of the General Land 

Office, in Washington, in their estimates for the land surveys of the coming season, 
have inserted an item for the geological survey of Oregon and the Mauvaises 
Terres of Nebraska, in which previous surveys have shown there exists the 
most remarkable and interesting fresh water tertiary geological formation yet 
discovered iu this country, therefore it is 

Resolved, That the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia earnestly 
recommends the prosecution of these surveys, believing as it does that the 
district proposed to be surveyed embraces a portion of the most interesting 
geological region in this country, and that the result must be of the highest 
importance to science, and is destined to throw a new light upon the natural 
history of this continent previous to the period when the mammoth and mas- 
todon lived. 

Resolved, That the Academy would respectfully urge and request Congress 
not to permit the opportunity to pass to make the necessary appropriation to 
accomplish the desirable objects above stated, and have the s'irveys carried out 
according to the recommendation of the Commissioners of the General Land 
Office. 

Resolved, That this preamble and series of resolutions be signed by the officers 
of the Academy, and sent by the Corresponding Secretary to the Commissioners 
of the Land Office at Washington. 

On motion of Dr. Elwyn, copies of the foregoing were directed to | be 
sent to the Senators from Pennsylvania, and the Representatives from 
the city and county of Philadelphia. 

The Society then proceeded to an election for Standing Committees 
for 1853, with the subjoined result : 

Ethnology, John S. Phillips, 8. S. Haldeman, Robert Pearsall ; 
Comparative Anatomy and General Zoology, Joseph Leidy, Edward 
Hallowell, John Neill ; Mammalogy, John L. Le Conte, James C. 
Fisher, S. W. Woodhouse; Ornithology, John Cassin, Edward Harris, 
A. L. Heermann ; Uerpetology and Ichthyology, Edward Hallowell, 
John Cassin, Gavin Watson ; Conchology, Isaac Lea, Thomas B. Wil- 
son, W. S. W. Ruschenberger ; Entomology and Crustacea, S. S. Hal- 
deman, R. Bridges, Wm. S. Zantzinger; Botany, R. Bridges, Wm. 
S. Zantzinger, Elias Durand; Palaeontology, T. A. Conrad, Joseph 
Leidy, T. B. Wilson; Geology, J. Price Wetherill, Aubrey H. Smith, 
Charles E. Smith ; Mineralogy, Wm. S. Vaux, Samuel Ashmead, F. 
A. Genth ; Physics, James C. Fisher, B. H. Coates, B. Howard Rand; 
Library, Thomas B. Wilson, R. Bridges, R. E. Peterson ; Proceedings, 
Wm. S. Zantzinger, Joseph Leidy, W. S. W. Ruschenberger. 



ELECTION OF MEMBERS AND CORRESPONDENT. 

Prof. Robley Dunglison, Dr. Wm. V. Keating, and Dr. Addinell Hew- 
son, of Philadelphia, were elected Members ; and Lieut. M. F. Maury, 
U. S. Navy, Superintendent of the National Observatory at Washington, 
was elected a Correspondent. 
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ERRATA IN VOL. VI. 

Page 2, line 4 from bottom, for of read and. 

" 3, " 13 " top, for Cretacean read Cetacean. 
" 33, " 13 and 20 from bottom, for Nipongue read Mpongue. 
" 36, " 26 from top, for undeniable read undeniably. 
" 40, " 19 " bottom, for interstialis read interstitialis. 
" 45, " 5 " top, for thorace read thorax. 
" 46, " 18 " bottom, for simplicibus read fulcrantibus . 
" 48, in division (5) of Eucnemis, for serratce read pectinate. 
•' 66, " 10 from top, for is read are. 
" 114, " 2 " bottom, for fulvis read fulvus. 
" 141, " 9 " bottom, for generus read genus. 
" 149, in note (t) for fr read fur. 

" 150, the three lines of the diagnosis of Cephennium corporosum have lost 
the initial letters : to the first add 1, to the second^/, to the third a. 
" 171, line 2 from bottom, for Africa read America. 
" 174, " 22 " top, for inferior read anterior- 
" 180, for Homolosaums read Homalosaurus. 
" 181, for Pituophis read Pityophis. 

" 229, line 21 from top, for Anchytursus read Anchytarsus. 
" " " 40 " top, for pieea read brunnetis. 
" 231, after Tostegoptera, for Edwards read Blanchard. 
" 241, line 15 from top, for Enbradys read Eubradys. 
" 302, line 13 from top, for 1859 read 1849. 

top, for lecniata read tceniata. 

top, for parvus read parvulus, vide p. 414. 

top, for Fern read Kern. 

top, for Fauna read Faunas. 

top, for Traiinfeld read Frailnfeld. 

top, for truncates read truncatus. 

" 377, top line, for read a»(J. 

" 376, line 17 from bottom, for Prisidon read Prisodon. 

" 403, " 2 " bottom, for Lyceum read iS<o<e Library. 

" 439, " 17 " bottom, for Agryppus read Agrypnus. 

" 454, " 9 " bottom, for Endomochydce read Endomychidce. 

" lxviii, line 22 from bottom, add itfr. T. 4. Conrad. 

" lxxiv, line 17 from top, for Vorselemque read Vorlesungen. 
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The following omissions of donations to the Library, August 10th, 1852, oc- 
curred at page xxxiii : 

Description of a Skeleton of the Mastodon giganteus, of North America. By- 
John C. Warren, M. D. 4to. From the Author. 

Exploration and Survey of the Valley of the Great Salt Lake of Utah. By 
Howard Stansbury, Capt. V. S. Topograph. Eng. 8vo. and map. From Col. J. 
J. Abert. 

Experimental Researches in Electricity, 29th series. By Michael Faraday, 
Esq. From the Author. 

On the Physical Character of the Lines of Magnetic Force. By Michael Far- 
aday, Esq. From the Author. 

Zoology of the Great Salt Lake of Utah, (extracted from Capt. Stansbury's 
Report.) From Prof. S. F. Baird. 

Geognostische Wanderungen im Gebiete der nordostlichen Alpen. Von Carl 
Ehrlich. From the Author. 

Ueber die nordostlichen Alpen. Von Carl Ehrlich. From the Author. 



